pleasure ; but it is one that soon palls, 1 assure
you. By the way, I have only just noticed the
date. Isn't it your birthday,, Laura ?

LAURA : Yes, it is.

SIMMONS : My congratulations,

LAURA : Thank you.

SIMMONS : Many happy returns of the day
(He kisses her rather perfunctorily.} You are not hurt
at my having forgotten it, are you ?

LAURA : No, I think I'd rather forget it myself.

SIMMONS : Why do you say that ? Is anything
the matter ?

LAURA : Nothing curable, anyway. (She lights

cigarette.}

SIMMONS : Laura, you are smoking far more than

you used to these days, aren't you ?

LAURA : Yes, it gives me something to do.
SIMMONS :'It doesn't look well.
LAURA : Do you mean it doesn't suit me ?
SIMMONS : Oh, don't be facetious. I mean, I don't
like to see it. It sets a bad example.

LAURA : I don't do it outside, I invariably refuse
cigarettes at tea with the wives, much as I
long for them, for your sake, Frank. I know they
all think I am scandalously young to be a house-
master's wife. I must take the first opportunity
of telling Mrs. Ratcliffe that I found a grey hair
this morning.

SIMMONS : There is a bad spirit about the place
these days.
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